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Thursday 10 October 
EP
EP officialised the flag and hymn of  EU

Helsingin Sanomat (p. B7) writes that the European Parliament has officialised the two important symbols of the European Union, its flag and Beethoven's hymn Ode to Joy. Until this point, the symbols had been used without any votes. The decision itself was mostly symbolic as it will be included only into the EP's own rules of procedures.

The paper writes that many EU citizens disliked the proposal to add symbols to the draft constitution. Consequently, the constitution was voted down in France and the Netherlands. Nevertheless, numerous MEPs have been saddened by the loss of the symbols and, thus, wanted to include them into their own rules.

EP demands reform in the control of financial markets

Turun Sanomat and Kaleva write about the report to reform the control of financial markets which was approved in Brussels on Thursday. MEP Piia-Noora Kauppi (kok, EPP-ED) said that: "Now is the time to improve the control of financial markets [...] For the first time it seems like the Member States are approving the reform of control structures."

MEPs agreed that voluntary arrangements are not enough to guarantee an effective control of the financial markets. They are putting forward a regulation stating that all internationally active financial groups and holding companies should have a controlling collegial body.

The EP also wishes to find more ways for the European Central Bank to take care of general financial stability.

EP continues to quarrel over emissions trading

Maaseudun Tulevaisuus writes that the quarrel over emissions trading is accelerating within the EPP-ED-group in the European Parliament. The majority of the party demands Avril Doyle, the rapporteur of the emissions training and a member of the EPP-ED, to resign from her office. 

"This has perhaps never happened before in the European Parliament" says MEP Eija-Riitta Korhola (kok, EPP-ED). 

The conflict began when Korhola wanted to change the emissions trading rules so that "cleanest" companies would receive emission allowances free-of-charge, while "dirtier" companies would have to purchase them. According to Korhola this was welcomed almost unanimously. Doyle, however, didn't pay attention to the party's opinion and, instead, "went to back up the Greens / EFA".
Only 13% of Finns know the length of the term of the EP

Aamulehti asks in its editorial whether it is a sign of a looser if one does not know the length of the term of the European Parliament. The paper continues that the Finns' knowledge about politics is at least reasonable, but people's interest in politics is weaker than in other Nordic countries.
MEPs
MEP Kauppi fears for the economy of Sweden

According to Maaseudun tulevaisuus (p. 3) MEP Piia-Noora Kauppi (kok, EPP-ED) fears that the financial crisis might harm the economy of Sweden. Kauppi says that the situation in Sweden is worrying as there are companies which are in deep financial difficulties. Sweden is not part of the Euro group. Kauppi says that without Euro also Finland might be in trouble. She thinks that the economy of Europe will sink even more.   
MEP Lasse Lehtinen returned to write fiction

Kauppalehti (p. 39) writes a book review about MEP Lasse Lehtinen's novel Siivetönnä en voi lentää. The novel is a family saga in 1950s Finland, the reconstruction era after World War II. The previous novel by Lehtinen was published in 1994.
EP elections 2009

MP Räsänen planning a candidacy in the EP elections

According to Helsingin Sanomat (p. A7), the chairman of the Finnish Christian Party Päivi Räsänen says that she will be loyal to her party if candidates to the European Parliament elections are needed, but in the other hand she hopes that she does not have to put on a candidate. She was criticized about plans to a candidacy, when already being a member of the Finnish Parliament and the Municipal Council, in the Helsingin Sanomat election event on Thursday.

EU
The Brax team wants to cut the power of Finnish president

Several papers write that a working group, leaded by the Finnish Minister of Justice Tuija Brax, suggests remarkable changes in the power of Finnish president. In Turun Sanomat (p. 12), it is said that president should be a spokesman for the country, and the power in foreign affairs should go to the government. According to Helsingin Sanomat (p. A4), president's nomination rights should also be limited.
National news of EU interest

Portrait of former MEP Stubb

Helsingin Sanomat NYT (p. 6-10), publishes a portrait of Alexander Stubb, the Finnish Minister of Foreign Affairs. The article tells among other things that he was a MEP in 2004-2008, and got elected by the 2nd biggest amount of votes. 
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